
Soccer Correspondent

South Africa will be well repre-
sented at the 28th African Cup 

of Nations tournament as Daniel 
Bennett and Zakhele Siwela have 
been called up to officiate in the 
African football showpiece.
  The next Africa Cup of Nations 
tournament will be hosted jointly 
by Equatorial Guinea and Gabon 
from 21 January - 12 February 
2012.
  The South African duo was se-
lected to officiate in the auspicious 
continental tournament following 
their success during the CAF Elite 
Referees Fitness tests that were 
conducted during an Elite Refer-

ees workshop held in Cairo about 
a month ago.
  The South African officials have 
also received accolades from the 
Zimbabwean Football Associa-
tion (Zifa) after they successfully 
officiated in the local Mbada Cup 
final held in the capital Harare on 
November 27.
  Chairman of the Safa Referees 
Committee Alpha Mchunu said the 
appointment of Siwela and Bennett 
was exciting news and showed that 
their succession plan regarding the 
development of referees was work-
ing.
  “This is exciting news that our 
referees will be present at the 2012 
Afcon tournament, and I am confi-

dent that Bennett and Siwela will 
make the much-needed impact. We 
would have loved to see more of 
our officials in Equatorial Guinea 
and Gabon next year, but we are 
hopeful this will become a reality 
in future CHAN and Afcon tourna-
ments in the next few years.
  “It is also encouraging to see that 
CAF has shown confidence in our 
young and upcoming referees, it 
proves that our succession plan is 
on track and working well,” said 
Mchunu.
  Referees selected to officiate at 
the 2012 Afcon tournament have 
been invited to attend a refresher 
course on 19 January 2012in Equa-
torial Guinea and Gabon.
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            Top ref ... Daniel Bennet

SPECIALS ON GOLD TEETH

SA refs for Afcon
‘It is encouraging to see that African 
soccer body CAF has shown confidence 
in our young and upcoming referees’

Hillbrow soccer tourney

             Winners ...Young Stars soccer team
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Madulammoho Housing Association 
kicked off the festive season by organ-

ising a two day five-a-side soccer tournament 
at Orange Cruyff Court in Hillbrow. 
  According to resident coach John “Bull” Si-
beko, a former Witbank Aces player, the tour-
nament was aimed at creating awareness about 
the pitch’s existence and benefits to the com-
munity, while bringing everyone together to 
celebrate the facility’s successes over the past 
16 months. The tournament was divided into 
three categories of under-10, under-15 and the 
veteran players. “Through this tournament we 
were able to discover enormous talent.  With 
good coaching I have no doubt that six players 
will make it to the upper level, it is clear that 
professional players will be discovered here,” 
added Sibeko.  
  Madulammoho FC won 3-2 against Tiger 

Boys in the under-10 final.  “Two boys from 
Madulammoho team have made a cut to the 
national level.  Other players have been taken 
to the School of Excellence,” added Sibeko,
  In an electrifying under-15 final, Future Stars 
walloped Plato Stars 7-5, after the two sides 
went to stoppage time level at 4-4.     
  The veterans final between Young Stars and 
Black Aces ended in a 3-2 victory for Stars.  
Young  Stars coach Anthony “Siwelewesh” 
Atong, applauded his players for a sterling 
performance. “The victory, also demonstrated 
the tremendous talent in Hillbrow.”  
  Sibeko said the style of play is a combination 
of ‘total football’ and African flair.  He added 
that a veterans’ league will be established next 
year. 
  “We will try to rope them in a form of a Sun-
day league,” he added.
  The pitch, located at the BG Alexander com-
plex was officially opened in June last year by 
the Dutch team and legend Johann Cruyff.  


